Next Call: Thursday May 19, 2016 – 3:30 p.m. EST
DIAL IN INFO: Toll-free: 1-866-234-0247; Local (Toronto): 416-443-4589
Conference ID: 612392

Action Items:
· General request that committee members share RF safety training materials they provide to their employees, or that they send a list of dos and don’ts to Nick
· Could include lock-out tag-out practices, personal monitor dos and don’ts and 

Attendees:
[image: http://www.stacouncil.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/stac_popup.png]STAC RF Awareness Sub-Committee Meeting Notes
Meeting: April 12, 2016; 2:40 p.m.-3:40 p.m.

· 
· Kurt Eby (CWTA)
· Dave Ramdeane (Bell)
· Phil Vieira (Tbaytel)
· Timmy Dalpe (WesTower)
· Deanne Spring (WSP)
· Philippe Lavoie (TELUS)
· Dan Renaud (Telecon)
· Eric Fernandes (WSP)
· David Wannamaker (Skyhook)
· Walter Wannamaker (Vertical Specialties)
· Richard Zhang (Rogers)
· Scott Martin (Ericsson)
· Jeff Follett (Morrison Hershfield)
· Matthew Koziell (Azimuth)


Meeting Notes:
1. Committee identifies some general topics they’d like to see covered off in the STAC RF Awareness document:
· Exposure
· Equipment
· Hotspots
· Precautions
· Reading signs
· Lock-out, tag-out procedure
· Techniques that people can use in the field
· Anomalies (ie: conducting ground wires, unforeseen situations)
· Guidelines should be posted to STAC website to guide contractors, when available
· General agreement that STAC can’t tell people what to do or what not to do, but can provide information to workers so they know what is recommended
2. Committee discusses personal RF monitors and the trouble with confirming that some models are properly calibrated to SC6/15 limits
· STAC has only seen sufficient calibration verification certificate for Narda S3 model, but even when using this model you need to ensure you have the correct module
· Others say that they can program theirs to match SC6/15 limits, but they don’t have this certificate to prove it
· General suggestion that fieldSENSE calibration sheet is too vague and does not specify the range to which it calibrating the monitor for SC6/15 limits
· Committee members note that personal RF monitors are for worker protection purposes only, and should not be used to take official readings
3. Committee discusses personal RF protection suits
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Member notes that he doesn’t like personal RF suits and doesn’t let his crews use them
· Notes that the safest way to work on a site is to ensure that the transmitter is turned off before sending anyone up the tower
· Notes that employers are obligated to maintain safe workplaces
4. Committee discusses next steps for Best Practice document planning
· General agreement that the committee does not need to break down into smaller teams at this time
· General request that committee members share RF safety training materials they provide to their employees, or that they send a list of dos and don’ts to Nick
· Could include lock-out tag-out practices, personal monitor dos and don’ts and 
· Suggestion that we should start by identifying safe work practices for RF awareness before moving on to the more formal recommended guidelines
· Ie: What is the most basic knowledge needed for RF awareness/minimum policy for all companies to adopt
· General reminder that this document shouldn’t be only about towers, but also about rooftops
· Committee notes that this means STAC should reach out to groups representing other types of workers who might come into contact with rooftop equipment and who should also receive basic RF training as a result
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